Rising From Doubt And Unbelief
The Story of Doubting Thomas
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Thomas chosen as one of the 12 apostles:

Matthew 10:2-4 (NIV) ’These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother Andrew;
James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Al-
phaeus, and Thaddaeus; *Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.

Thomas expresses his devotion to Jesus:

John 11:1-8, 11, 16 (NIV) Now a man named Laza-
rus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of
Mary and her sister Martha. This Mary, whose
brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who
poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with
her hair. 3So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the
one you love is sick.”*When he heard this, Jesus said,
“This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for
God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified
through it.” *Jesus loved Martha and her sister and
Lazarus. ®Yet when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he
stayed where he was two more days.’Then he said to \
his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.”*But Rabbi,”
they said, “a short while ago the Jews tried to stone
you, and yet you are going back there?” . . . "'After he
had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend
Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going there to
wake him up.” . . .*Then Thomas (called Didymus)
said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us also go, that
we may die with him.”

Thomas celebrating Passover with Jesus

John 14:1-4 (NIV) “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. “In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it
were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. *And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.*You know the way to the place where I am going.” *Thomas said
to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?”

Thomas is confronted with his unbelief

John 20:24 (NIV) Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. S0 the other
disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where
the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it.”

Peter’s doubt: Matthew 14:31 (NIV) Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said,
“why did you doubt?”

The disciples doubt:  Mark 4:35 (NIV) That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the
other side.” **Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him. *’A
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furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. **Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a
cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?"*’He got up, rebuked the wind and said to
the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died down and it was completely calm.*’He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid?
Do you still have no faith?”*' They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!”

Thomas is transformed from unbelief to solid faith

John 20:27-29 (NASB) Then He said to Thomas, “Reach here with your finger, and see My hands; and reach here your hand and
put it into My side; and do not be unbelieving, but believing.” **Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” *’Jesus
said to him, “Because you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed.”

Thomas is with the 120 on the day of Pentecost

Acts 1:13-14, (NIV) "“When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John,
James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of
James. '“They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.

Acts 2:1-4 (NIV) When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. *Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a vio-
lent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. *They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that
separated and came to rest on each of them. *All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the
Spirit enabled them.

Thomas takes the gospel in the East

What happens to him? Doubting Thomas does not stay a doubter. When he sees the risen Jesus, all that Je-
sus has taught over the years now clicks in, and to his death Thomas is an outspoken advocate for his Lord.

Church tradition tells us that he preaches in ancient Babylon, near the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers, where
Iraq is today. He travels to Persia, present-day Iran, and continues to win disciples to the Christian faith.

Then he sails south to Malabar on the west coast of India in 52 AD. He preaches, establishes churches, and
wins to Christ high caste Brahmins, as well as others. When the Portuguese land in India in the early 1600s,
they find a group of Christians there -- the Mar Thoma Church established through Thomas' preaching a mil-
lennium and a half before.

Finally, Thomas travels to the east coast of India, preaching relentlessly. He is killed near Mylapore about 72
AD, near present-day Madras. Tradition tells us that he is thrown into a pit, then pierced through with a spear
thrown by a Brahmin.

He who had so fervently proclaimed his unbelief carried the Christian message of love and forgiveness to the
ends of the earth in his generation.
—Dr. Ralph F. Wilson

John 20:29 (AMP) Jesus said to him, Because you have seen Me, Thomas, do you now believe (trust, have faith)? Blessed and
happy and to be envied are those who have never seen Me and yet have believed and adhered to and trusted and relied on Me.
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