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The Trial of Our Faith 
The Source of Our Overcoming Strength 

Pastor George M. Stahnke  11/13/99 
 

 

It is my belief that we live, if not in the last days, certainly in perilous times. Regardless of theology 
differences on end time issues, all agree that our faith is tested. My concern is that we discover the 
source of our strength in order to stand the test.  
 
1 Peter 1:3-12   Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth 
into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  4and into an inheritance that can never perish, 
spoil or fade--kept in heaven for you,  5who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation 
that is ready to be revealed in the last time.  6In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had 
to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.  7These have come so that your faith--of greater worth than gold, which perishes even 
though refined by fire--may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.  
8Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are 
filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy,  9for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
10Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently and with the 
greatest care,  11trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he 
predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow.  12It was revealed to them that they were not serving 
themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been told you by those who have preached the gospel 
to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into these things.   
 

1.) The testing of our faith 
 

Peter mentions suffering several times in this letter: 1:6, 7; 3:13-17; 4:12-19; 5:9. When he speaks of 
trials, he is not talking about natural disasters or the experience of God's punishments, but  the      
response  of  an unbelieving  world  to  
 

people of faith. All believers face such trials when they let their light shine into the darkness. We 
must accept trials as part of the refining process that burns away impurities and prepares us to meet 
Christ. Trials teach us patience (Romans 5:3, 4; James 1:2, 3) and help us grow to be the kind of 
people God wants.  —Life App Notes - 1 Peter 1:7 

 

Faith untried may be true faith, but it is sure to be little faith, and it is likely to remain dwarfish so long 
as it is without trials. Faith never prospers so well as when all things are against her: tempests are 
her trainers, and lightnings are her illuminators. When a calm reigns on the sea, spread the sails as 
you will, the ship moves not to its harbour; for on a slumbering ocean the keel sleeps too. Let the 
winds rush howling forth, and let the waters lift up themselves, then, though the vessel may rock, 
and her deck may be washed with waves, and her mast may creak under the pressure of the full and 
swelling sail, it is then that she makes headway towards her desired haven. No flowers wear so 
lovely a blue as those which grow at the foot of the frozen glacier; no stars gleam so brightly as 
those which glisten in the polar sky; no water tastes so sweet as that which springs amid the desert 
sand; and no faith is so precious as that which lives and triumphs in adversity. Tried faith brings ex-
perience. You could not have believed your own weakness had you not been compelled to pass 
through the rivers; and you would never have known God’s strength had you not been supported 
amid the water-floods. Faith increases in solidity, assurance, and intensity, the more it is exercised 
with tribulation. Faith is precious, and its trial is precious too. 
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Let not this, however, discourage those who are young in faith. You will have trials enough 
without seeking them: the full portion will be measured out to you in due season. Meanwhile, if you 
cannot yet claim the result of long experience, thank God for what grace you have; praise him for 
that degree of holy confidence whereunto you have attained: walk according to that rule, and you 
shall yet have more and more of the blessing of God, till your faith shall remove mountains and con-
quer impossibilities.  —Charles H. Spurgeon, Morning & Evening Devotions, 1 Peter 1:7  
 
 

2.) The voice of the Holy Spirit 
 

Eight times in the book of Revelation the scriptures say, to him who overcomes.  
 

Rev. 2:7   He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will give the 
right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God. 

Rev. 2:11    He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes will not be hurt at 
all by the second death. 

Rev. 2:17    He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will give 
some of the hidden manna. I will also give him a white stone with a new name written on it, known only to him who re-
ceives it. 

Rev. 2:26    To him who overcomes and does my will to the end, I will give authority over the nations-- 

Rev. 3:5  He who overcomes will, like them, be dressed in white. I will never blot out his name from the book of life, 
but will acknowledge his name before my Father and his angels.   

Rev. 3:12  Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. Never again will he leave it. I will write on 
him the name of my God and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven 
from my God; and I will also write on him my new name.   

Rev. 3:21    To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat down 
with my Father on his throne.   

Rev. 21:7  He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son.   
 

We know what and that we are to overcome, but how are we to do it? How do we keep from being 
defeated when we face the trials of an unbelieving world? 
 

3.) The source of our overcoming strength 
 
1 Peter 1:6, 8     In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of 
trials. 8Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and 
are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy,   

 

agalliao, ag-al-lee-ah'-o, Greek Stg 21; from agan (much) and Greek 242 (hallomai); properly to 
jump for joy, i.e. exult :- be (exceeding) glad, with exceeding joy, rejoice (greatly).  
 
Neh. 8:10  Nehemiah said, "Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to those who have nothing pre-
pared. This day is sacred to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the LORD is your strength."   
 
Col. 1:9-14  For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you and asking God to 
fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding.  10And we pray this in  order that 
you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in 
the knowledge of God,  11being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great 
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endurance and patience, and joyfully  12giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of 
the saints in the kingdom of light.  13For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the king-
dom of the Son he loves,  14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.   
 

Matthew 5:11-12  "Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you 
because of me.  12Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you.   
 
1 Peter 1:3-12 [The Message: New Testament] What a God we have! And how fortunate we are to have him, this     
Father of our Master Jesus! Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we’ve been given a brand-new life and have every-
thing to live for, including a future in heaven—and the future starts now! God is keeping careful watch over us and the 
future. The Day is coming when you’ll have it all—life healed and whole. 

I know how great this makes you feel, even though you have to put up with every kind of aggravation in the 
meantime. Pure gold put in the fire comes out of it proved pure; genuine faith put through this suffering comes out 
proved genuine. When Jesus wraps this all up, it’s your faith, not your gold, that God will have on display as evidence of 
his victory. You never saw him, yet you love him. You still don’t see him, yet you trust him—with laughter and singing. 
Because you kept on believing, you’ll get what you’re looking forward to: total salvation. 

The prophets who told us this was coming asked a lot of questions about this gift of life God was preparing. The 
Messiah’s Spirit let them in on some of it—that the Messiah would experience suffering, followed by glory. They    
clamored to know who and when. All they were told was that they were serving you, you who by orders from heaven 
have now heard for yourselves—through the Holy Spirit—the Message of those prophecies fulfilled. Do you realize how 
fortunate you are? Angels would have given anything to be in on this! 
 

We have only been able to look at one aspect of strength, JOY. Admittedly, there are many several 
others. 


