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A study of Angels, Who or What are they? Part  2 

 
Last week we learned that angels were created 
by God and serve as his messengers. They 
number thousands of tens of thousands and 
can never die. These angels are called holy as 
they are in the service of God. Angels can be 
invisible or visible and sometimes take on the 
appearance of men. They have free will and 
posses great power. They are not to be       
worshiped and they are not at our command. 
 

Hebrews 1:14 (NIV)  Are not all angels        

ministering spirits sent to serve those who will 

inherit salvation? (References added) 

 

II. Angels are sent to lead us to repentance 
 

Job 33:14-17 (NLT)  But God speaks again and again, though people do not recognize it. 
15He speaks in dreams, in visions of the night when deep sleep falls on people as they lie in 

bed. 16He whispers in their ear and terrifies them with his warning. 17He causes them to 

change their minds; he keeps them from pride.  

 

• Phillip and the Ethiopian: 
Acts 8:25-29 So, when they had solemnly testified and spoken the word of the Lord, they 

started back to Jerusalem, and were preaching the gospel to many villages of the Samari-

tans. 27 So he got up and went; and there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of   

Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure; and he had come 

to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and he was returning and sitting in his chariot, and was reading 

the prophet Isaiah. 29 Then the  Spirit said to Philip, "Go up and join this chariot." 

 

• Nebuchadnezzar’s angelic messenger: 
 

Daniel 4:13, (NASB) ‘I was looking in the visions in my mind as I lay on my bed, and  

behold, an angelic watcher, a holy one, descended from heaven. 

 

• Daniel explains the dream: 
 

Daniel 4:19 - 27 (NLT) “Upon hearing this, Daniel (also known as Belteshazzar) was 

overcome for a time, aghast at the meaning of the dream. Finally, the king said to him, 

‘Belteshazzar, don’t be alarmed by the dream and what it means.’ “Belteshazzar replied, 

‘Oh, how I wish the events foreshadowed in this dream would happen to your enemies, my 

lord, and not to you! 20You saw a tree growing very tall and strong, reaching high into the 

heavens for all the world to see. 21It had fresh green leaves, and it was loaded with fruit for 

all to eat. Wild animals lived in its shade, and birds nested in its branches. 22That tree, Your 

Majesty, is you. For you have grown strong and great; your greatness reaches up to heaven, 

and your rule to the ends of the earth. 23“‘Then you saw a messenger, a holy one, coming 

down from heaven and saying, “Cut down the tree and destroy it. But leave the stump and 
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the roots in the ground, bound with a band of 

iron and bronze and surrounded by tender grass. 

Let him be drenched with the dew of heaven. Let 

him eat grass with the animals of the field for 

seven periods of time.”24“‘This is what the 

dream means, Your Majesty, and what the Most 

High has declared will happen to you. 25You will 

be driven from human  society, and you will live 

in the fields with the wild animals. You will eat 

grass like a cow, and you will be drenched with 

the dew of heaven. Seven periods of time will 

pass while you live this way, until you learn that 

the Most High rules over the kingdoms of the 

world and gives them to anyone he 

chooses. 26But the stump and the roots were left 

in the ground. This means that you will receive your kingdom back again when you have 

learned that heaven rules.27“‘O King Nebuchadnezzar, please listen to me. Stop sinning and 

do what is right. Break from your wicked past by being merciful to the poor. Perhaps then 

you will continue to prosper.’ 

 

III. Angels are sent to rescue and protect God’s people 
 

• Joseph warned by an angel 
 

Matthew 2:13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. 

"Get up," he said, "take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell 

you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him." 

 

• The angel and Hagar: 
 

Genesis 16:7-97 The angel of the LORD found Hagar 

near a spring in the desert; it was the spring that is      

beside the road to Shur. 8 And he said, "Hagar, servant 

of Sarai, where have you come from, and where are you 

going?" "I'm running away from my mistress Sarai," she 

answered. 9 Then the angel of the LORD told her, "Go 

back to your mistress and submit to her."  

 

• An angel protects Daniel in the lion’s den: 
 

Daniel 6:19 - 22 (NIV)  At the first light of dawn, the 

king got up and hurried to the lions’ den. 20When he 

came near the den, he called to Daniel in an anguished 

voice, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, 

whom you serve continually, been able to  rescue you 

from the lions?”21Daniel answered, “O king, live for-

ever! 22My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, 

because I was found innocent in his sight. .  .” 
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• The angel of the Lord becomes our rear guard: 
 

Exodus 14:10 - 20 (NIV)  As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were 

the Egyptians, marching after them. They were terrified and cried out to the LORD. 11They 

said to Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the 

desert to die? What have you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt? 12Didn’t we say to 

you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians’? It would have been better for us 

to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!”13Moses answered the people, “Do not be 

afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the LORD will bring you today. The 

Egyptians you see today you will never see again. 14The LORD will fight for you; you need 

only to be still.”15Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Tell the 

Israelites to move on. 16Raise your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea to divide the 

water so that the Israelites can go through the sea on dry ground. 17I will harden the hearts 

of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them. And I will gain glory through Pharaoh 

and all his army, through his chariots and his horsemen. 18The Egyptians will know that I 

am the LORD when I gain glory through Pharaoh, his chariots and his horsemen.”19Then 

the angel of God, who had been traveling in front of Israel’s army, withdrew and went   

behind them. The pillar of cloud also moved from in front and stood behind them, 20coming 

between the armies of Egypt and Israel. Throughout the night the cloud brought darkness 

to the one side and light to the other side; so neither went near the other all night long. 

 

• Invisible angelic hosts a hedge of protection: 
 

2 Kings 6:16 - 17 (NIV)  “Don’t be afraid,” the prophet answered. “Those who are with us 

are more than those who are with them.”17And Elisha 

prayed, “O LORD, open his eyes so he may see.” 

Then the LORD opened the servant’s eyes, and he 

looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of 

fire all around Elisha. 
 

Psalms 34:7 - 8 (NASB) The angel of the LORD  

encamps around those who fear Him, And rescues 

them.8 O taste and see that the LORD is good; How 

blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him! 
 

Psalms 91:9 - 16 (NLT)  If you make the LORD 

your refuge, if you make the Most High your shelter, 
10no evil will conquer you;  no league will come near 

your dwelling. 11For he orders his angels  to protect 

you wherever you go.12 They will hold you with their 

hands  to keep you from striking your foot on a 

stone.13 You will trample down lions and poisonous 

snakes; you will crush fierce lions and serpents under 

your feet!14 The LORD says, “I will rescue those who 

love me. I will protect those who trust in my 

name.15 When they call on me, I will answer;  I will 

be with them in trouble.  I will rescue them and honor 

them. 16 I will satisfy them with a long life  and give 

them my salvation.” 
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• The Apostles and Peter rescued from jail by an angel: 
 

Acts 5:18-20 18 They laid hands on the apostles and put 

them in a public jail. 19 But during the night an angel of 

the Lord opened the gates of the prison, and taking them 

out he said, 20 "Go, stand and speak to the people in the 

temple the whole message of this Life." 
 

Acts 12:2 - 11 (NIV)  It was about this time that King 

Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, in-

tending to persecute them. 2He had James, the brother 

of John, put to death with the word. 3When he saw that 

this pleased the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also. 

This happened during the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 
4After arresting him, he put him in prison, handing him 

over to be guarded by four squads of four soldiers each. 

Herod intended to bring him out for public trial after 

the Passover.5So Peter was kept in prison, but the 

church was earnestly praying to God for him.6The night before Herod was to bring him to 

trial, Peter was sleeping between two  soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries stood 

guard at the entrance. 7Suddenly an  angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the 

cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him up. “Quick, get up!” he said, and the chains 

fell off Peter’s wrists.8Then the    angel said to him, “Put on your clothes and sandals.” And 

Peter did so. “Wrap your cloak around you and follow me,” the angel told him. 9Peter    

followed him out of the prison, but he had no idea that what the angel was doing was really 

happening; he thought he was seeing a vision. 10They passed the first and second guards 

and came to the iron gate leading to the city. It opened for them by itself, and they went 

through it. When they had walked the length of one street, suddenly the angel left 

him.11Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now I know without a doubt that the Lord 

sent his  angel and rescued me from Herod’s clutches and from everything the Jewish peo-

ple were anticipating.” 
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