A study of Angels, Who or What are they? Part 3
“All the angels, even those of the highest order, are employed by their Creator to serve
those who believe in Christ Jesus. What these services are, and how performed, it would
be impossible to state. Much has been written on the subject, partly founded on Scripture,
and partly on conjecture. They are, no doubt, constantly employed in averting evil and
procuring good. If God helps man by man, we need not wonder that he helps man by
angels. We know that he needs none of those helps, for he can do all things himself; yet it
seems agreeable to his infinite wisdom and goodness to use them.”
—Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the New Testament

IV. Angels watch over us individually
Matthew 18:10 (NASB) “See that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to
you that their angels in heaven continually see the face of My Father who is in heaven.
“Our Lord here not only alludes to, but, in my opinion, establishes the notion received by
almost all nations, viz. That every person has a guardian angel; and that these have
always access to God, to receive orders relative to the management of their charge.”
—Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the New Testament
“Does Jesus mean to teach here that each little child or child of faith had a special angel
who appears in God’s presence . . . Or does he simply mean that the angels do take an
interest in the welfare of God’s people (Hebrews 1:14)? There is comfort to us in that
thought. Certainly Jesus means that the Father takes special care of his “little ones” who
believe in Him. There are angels in God’s presence.”
—Word Pictures in the New Testament, Vol. 1: Matthew

V. Angels as God’s messengers direct us
•

The apostles delivered from prison
Acts 5:17-20 (NIV) Then the high priest and all his
associates, who were members of the party of the
Sadducees, were filled with jealousy. 18They
arrested the apostles and put them in the public
jail. 19But during the night an angel of the Lord
opened the doors of the jail and brought them
out. 20“Go, stand in the temple courts,” he said,
“and tell the people the full message of this new
life.”

•

Cornelius instructed to contact Peter.
Acts 10:2 - 8 (NIV) At Caesarea there was a man
named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known as
the Italian Regiment. 2He and all his family were
devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to
those in need and prayed to God regularly. 3One
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day at about three in the afternoon he had a vision. He distinctly saw an angel of God, who
came to him and said, “Cornelius!” 4 Cornelius stared at him in fear. “What is it, Lord?” he
asked. The angel answered, “Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a
memorial offering before God. 5Now send men to Joppa to bring back a man named Simon
who is called Peter. 6He is staying with Simon the tanner, whose house is by the sea.”
7
When the angel who spoke to him had gone, Cornelius called two of his servants and a
devout soldier who was one of his attendants. 8He told them everything that had happened
and sent them to Joppa.
•

Abraham and the sacrifice: Genesis 22:1114 But the angel of the LORD called to him from
heaven and said, "Abraham, Abraham!" And he
said, "Here I am." 12 He said, "Do not stretch out
your hand against the lad, and do nothing to him;
for now I know that you fear God, since you have
not withheld your son, your only son, from Me."
13 Then Abraham raised his eyes and looked, and
behold, behind him a ram caught in the thicket by
his horns; and Abraham went and took the ram
and offered him up for a burnt offering in the
place of his son.

•
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A wife for Isaac: Genesis 24: 7 "The LORD, the God of heaven, who took me from
my father's house and from the land of my birth, and who spoke to me and who swore to
me, saying, `To your descendants I will give this land,' He will send His angel before you,
and you will take a wife for my son from there.

•

Balaam: Numbers 22: 34 Balaam said to the angel of the LORD, "I have sinned, for I did
not know that you were standing in the way against me. Now then, if it is displeasing to
you, I will turn back." 35 But the angel of the LORD said to Balaam, "Go with the men, but
you shall speak only the word which I tell you." So Balaam went along with the leaders of
Balak.

VI. Angels are sent to encourage
•

The angel’s ministered to Jesus:
Mark 1:9 - 13 (NASB) In those days Jesus
came from Nazareth in Galilee and was
baptized by John in the Jordan. 10Immediately
coming up out of the water, He saw the
heavens opening, and the Spirit like a dove
descending upon Him; 11and a voice came out
of the heavens: “You are My beloved Son, in
You I am well pleased. ”12 Immediately the
Spirit impelled Him to go out into the wilderness.13And He was in the wilderness forty days
being tempted by Satan; and He was with the
wild beasts, and the angels were ministering to Him.
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Luke 22:39 - Luke 22:44 (NIV) Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his
disciples followed him. 40On reaching the place, he said to them, “Pray that you will not
fall into temptation.” 41He withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt down and
prayed, 42“Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be
done.” 43An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. 44And being in
anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the
ground.
•

The angel of God encouraged Paul prior to his shipwreck.
Acts 27:21-26 (NIV) After the men had gone a long time without food, Paul stood up
before them and said: “Men, you should have taken my advice not to sail from Crete; then
you would have spared yourselves this damage and loss. 22But now I urge you to keep up
your courage, because not one of you will be lost; only the ship will be destroyed. 23Last
night an angel of the God whose I am and whom I serve stood beside me 24and said, ‘Do
not be afraid, Paul. You must stand trial before Caesar; and God has graciously given you
the lives of all who sail with you.’ 25So keep up your courage, men, for I have faith in God
that it will happen just as he told me. 26Nevertheless, we must run aground on some
island.”

•

Jacob wrestles with the angel: Genesis
32:24-29 Then Jacob was left alone, and a man
wrestled with him until daybreak. 25 When he saw
that he had not prevailed against him, he touched
the socket of his thigh; so the socket of Jacob's
thigh was dislocated while he wrestled with him.
26 Then he said, "Let me go, for the dawn is
breaking." But he said, "I will not let you go unless
you bless me." 27 So he said to him, "What is your
name?" And he said, "Jacob." 28 He said, "Your
name shall no longer be Jacob, but Israel; for you
have striven with God and with men and have prevailed." 29 Then Jacob asked him and said,
"Please tell me your name." But he said, "Why is it
that you ask my name?" And he blessed him there.
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VII. Angels providing for physical needs
•

Hagar: Genesis 21:17-19 17 God heard the lad crying; and the angel of God called to
Hagar from heaven and said to her, "What is the matter with you, Hagar? Do not fear, for
God has heard the voice of the lad where he is. 18 "Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him by
the hand, for I will make a great nation of him." 19 Then God opened her eyes and she saw
a well of water; and she went and filled the skin with water and gave the lad a drink.

•

Elijah: 1 Kings 19:64 But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and came
and sat down under a juniper tree; and he requested for himself that he might die, and said,
"It is enough; now, O LORD, take my life, for I am not better than my fathers." 5 He lay
down and slept under a juniper tree; and behold, there was an angel touching him, and he
said to him, "Arise, eat." 6 Then he looked and behold, there was at his head a bread cake
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baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. So he ate and drank and lay down again. 7 The
angel of the LORD came again a second time and touched him and said, "Arise, eat,
because the journey is too great for you." 8 So he arose and ate and drank, and went in the
strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb, the mountain of God.

VIII. Rejoicing in the presence of angels
Luke 15:3 - 10 (NIV) Then Jesus told them this parable: 4“Suppose one of you has a
hundred sheep and loses one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open
country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 5And when he finds it, he joyfully puts
it on his shoulders 6and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and
says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ 7I tell you that in the same way there
will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.8“Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and
loses one. Does she not light a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds
it? 9And when she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice
with me; I have found my lost coin.’ 10In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the
presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

IX. Angels at the time of death
Luke 16:19 - 23 (NASB) “Now there was a rich man, and he habitually dressed in purple
and fine linen, joyously living in splendor every day. 20“And a poor man named Lazarus
was laid at his gate, covered with sores, 21and longing to be fed with the crumbs which
were falling from the rich man’s table; besides, even the dogs were coming and licking his
sores. 22“Now the poor man died and was carried away by the angels to Abraham’s bosom;
and the rich man also died and was buried. 23“In Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in
torment, and saw Abraham far away and Lazarus in his bosom.
“The Jews held the opinion that the spirits of the righteous were conveyed by angels to
heaven at their death. Our Savior speaks in accordance with this opinion; and as he
expressly affirms the fact, it seems as
proper that it should be taken literally, as
when it is said the rich man died and was
buried.” — Barnes’ Notes on the New
Testament
Jude 1:8 - Jude 1:9 (NIV) 9But even the
archangel Michael, when he was disputing
with the devil about the body of Moses, did
not dare to bring a slanderous accusation
against him, but said, “The Lord rebuke
you!”
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